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Abstract

Freedom of speech and thinking, maintaining one’s individuality, and living under the banner of democracy are
not the dreams of a nation or group of people but of many humans around the world. In the meantime,
Americans are among the most distinguished nations that sought to live their dreams by gaining independence
and founding a country that, first, seemed a dream and, later, became an actual country. The dream, which was
called the American Dream, influenced every single construct and piece of infrastructure in U.S. society and
became so entangled in American values that many citizens-artists could not ignore it when illustrating
American society. In attempting to reflect the American reality and its interaction with the American dream in
which the American nature and identity are depicted, drama has always been a mirror by which society could
take a look at its dramatic forms and think about itself and its identity. In the meantime, David Mamet was a
playwright whose works made reference to reality, actuality, and truth, revolved around the challenges of
American identity dealing with the commodity culture in their forms and content, and dealt with the obstacles
erected by the extremist forms of capitalism against the fulfillment of that dream by concentrating on the
promises of the American Dream. Thus, the present study aimed to take a look at one of his plays titled “Sexual
Perversity in Chicago”, dealing with the limits of freedom and individuality in U.S. society. Using a descriptive-
analytical methodology, it was endeavored to investigate the role of that form of capitalism, which is known as
Neoliberalism, in the collapse of the original values of the American Dream and their replacement with second-
hand values. In this process, first, the true image of the components of the American Dream and, then, their
transformed states during the age of neoliberalism were depicted. Based on the above play, it was concluded that
neoliberal programs not only did not lead to the fulfillment of the American Dream but turned into an instrument
for increasing control and exploitation.

Keywords: David Mamet, Sexual Perversity in Chicago, American dream, Neoliberalism.
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