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The view of the audience of the art gallery towards the concept of
the artist based on the theory of Bourdieu's types of capital (Case
study: Shiraz galleries, 2019)

Fatemeh Raadniya®, Fatholla Zare Khalili?

1.Master of Art Research, Shiraz University
2. Assistant Professor, Faculty of Art and Architecture, Shiraz University

Abstract

In Bourdieu's differentiation theory, the source of the differences in the tastes of art audiences is the difference in
the amount of various capitals they acquire. The current research is a field research in the field of Shiraz
galleries' audience, which questions the issue of gallery audiences and their opinion about the artist's
characteristics. In terms of the method, it is descriptive-analytical, based on library studies (studying sources and
preparing related questionnaires and finding the theoretical framework of the discussion) and field methods
(distributing questionnaires and collecting basic information) and direct observation. The statistical population of
one hundred people (50 women - 50 men) was randomly selected from the audience of Shiraz galleries in 2019.
The questions in the form of a questionnaire (24 questions) have been designed and distributed among the four
galleries with respect to geographical distribution and the results have been compiled. The general purpose of the
research is to find the ratio between people's capital (based on the theory of Bourdieu's types of capital) and the
amount of their visits to art galleries, and in the next step, to study the audience's view of the artist's mental
concept. The results show that the audiences of Shiraz galleries are mostly educated people with relatively high
capital (based on the theory of Bourdieu's types of capital). The obtained results are a reflection of the average
level of Iran today. (2019). However, the view of the audience of the middle class of Iranian society towards the
artist is influenced by the stereotypical view of the artist as intelligent, poor, addicted, confident in friendship
and attractive in romantic relationships, which obviously has a classical concept And this view does not envisage
a great role for civil struggles and leadership in society for the artist.
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