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A comparative study of the image of women in the paintings of
the first and third decades of the Islamic Revolution of Iran
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! Master of Art Research, Shiraz University, Shiraz, Iran
2 Faculty member of Shiraz Art University, Shiraz, Iran

Abstract

The occurrence of the Islamic revolution in Iran was the foundation of important changes in the social, political
and cultural background of the Iranian society. The scope of these changes can also be found in different artistic
fields. Painting is one of the most advanced and influential arts among all kinds of revolutionary arts. At the
beginning of the modernism revolution, Maidan left the field to a kind of realistic art based on cultural and
religious traditions and with characteristics such as social and religious commitment, narration and message
orientation. With the subsidence of the inflammatory atmosphere of the revolution and especially after the end
of the war and the creation of a more open space, several tendencies and trends occurred in contemporary
Iranian painting. The image of women in the painting of the first decade of the revolution was mostly in the role
of mothers and wives of martyrs and served ideological purposes. After the passage of three decades and with
the social presence of women becoming more colorful, there were noticeable changes in the way women are
represented in contemporary Iranian painting. The current research studies the evolution of the representation of
women by selecting five leading artists from the first decade and five artists from the third decade after the
Islamic Revolution of Iran and then comparing the works of the two groups with the image of women and
compiling the results in tables. he does. Among the studied variables are the composition of the woman in the
space, feminine beauty, symbolism, style, the theme of the woman as an interactive or non-interactive character,
the type of cover and background image and the role of the companion The study is of a descriptive-analytical
type and has been carried out using a library method. The works studied in the first decade were taken from the
book Ten Years with the Revolution's Painters written by Mustafa Gudarzi, and the painters of the third decade
were taken from the works exhibited in art galleries. The results show that there is a big difference between the
first and third decade in the representation of the image of the woman and the theme of the work... In the first
decade, the representation of women is more in the style of symbolism, weight appears in the form of mothers
and wives of martyrs and as symbols of resistance, martyrdom and family support. In the third decade, the style
of works moves away from symbolism and goes towards realism, expressionism and abstraction. The woman is
usually depicted in her everyday life. This difference in the representation of women after three decades shows a
different view of women and their presence in society.

Keywords: painting of the first decade of the revolution, painting of the third decade of the revolution, art of
the revolution, representation of women.
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