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Abstract

The historical bridge of Salavatabad, located 19 km northwest of Bijar (Kurdistan Province), on the old Bijar-
Takab crossing and adjacent to Qezel Ozan, is one of the valuable examples of Iranian bridge construction in the
late Safavid period. With 9 springs and sharp arches, with local materials of stone and lime mortar, and with
triangular breakwaters, this bridge has played a fundamental role as a local-regional highway in connecting the
surrounding villages, transporting goods, and maintaining social life. The aim of this article is to review the
bridge’s multilayered structure in four dimensions: construction history and developments, physical-architectural
features and construction technology, socio-cultural functions, and conservation management and sustainable
tourism capacities. A mixed research method (library studies, field observation, physical analysis, and semi-
structured interviews with 12 local informants) was used. The results show that: the structural characteristics of
the bridge are consistent with the Safavid bridge-building pattern; the bridge is recorded as a “node of spatial
identity” in collective memory and still plays a role in local ceremonies; the flood of 1988 caused serious
damage and subsequent emergency repairs have created some material discontinuities; the capacity of cultural
and nature-based tourism centered on the “Ghezel Ozen Route — Historical Bridges” can be a driver of local
development, provided that a conservation-visitor management plan is developed. The article concludes by
proposing a “Participatory Conservation Management Framework™ and a “Responsible Tourism Roadmap.”

Keywords: Salavatabad Historical Bridge, Safavid bridge building, breakwater, cultural heritage, conservation
management, sustainable tourism.
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