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The Role of Iranian Literature and Art in Shaping Political Thoughts
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Abstract

Iranian literature and art have always served as powerful tools in reflecting and shaping political thoughts. This
article examines the interaction of Iranian literature and art with political developments from ancient times to the
present. By analyzing the works of prominent poets, writers, and artists such as Ferdowsi, Hafez, Saadi, Forough
Farrokhzad, Sadegh Hedayat, and others, it is shown how concepts such as justice, freedom, resistance, and national
identity have been expressed in the form of poetry, fiction, painting, and cinema. In contemporary times, Iranian
literature and art, especially after the Islamic Revolution and during the imposed war, have played a more prominent
role in mobilizing public opinion and criticizing power structures. This article also examines the impact of Iranian
visual arts and cinema on shaping political and social discourses, and shows how these works have spread beyond
Iran’s borders and have been reflected globally. Finally, this study concludes that Iranian literature and art have not
only reflected political developments, but have also acted as active agents in the formation and transformation of
political ideas. This dual role highlights the importance of literature and art as influential spheres in Iranian political
and social discourse.

Keywords: Iranian literature, Iranian art, political thought, national identity, political discourse, Iranian cinema.
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