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Abstract

One of the topics that has been the focus of sociologists for a long time is the political legitimacy of governments, and they
have been looking for the basis on which the ruler has found the right to rule and exercise power, and why do people accept
it? And how does it get its legitimacy? In the period of ancient Iran, the Shah was at the head of the government, which
gained its legitimacy in various ways, in addition, these governments had a special political and administrative system
(bureaucracy) that controlled their kingdoms in this way. In this research, by using the comparative historical method, in
search of answers to these two issues, data and findings were gathered that according to these findings, in both governments,
the king gained his legitimacy through his descent, so that Koresh's descent The Sassanians considered themselves to be from
the Achaemenids, another legitimizing factor that existed was religion, their kings considered themselves the representatives
and chosen ones of Ahura Mazda on earth, and another legitimizing factor was the charismatic and enlightened personality of
the kings. Of course, in the Sassanid period, another factor of legitimizing the people has been mentioned. Both regimes had
several classes, the king was considered outside of these classifications, and the highest class in both regimes were the nobles
and courtiers, and the other important class was the maghans or clerics, in addition, both regimes had a special form of
governance. and divided the country into many states and both governments had a bureaucracy, which, of course, was more
advanced and extensive during the Sassanid period.
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