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Abstract

This study aims to conduct a comparative analysis of burial practices in Iranian and Mongol cultures and to
examine the influence of Iranian culture on Mongol funerary rituals during the Ilkhanid period. Using a
descriptive-analytical method and based on library sources and primary historical texts, the research addresses
the central question of how Iranian cultural traditions contributed to the transformation of Mongol burial
practices in the llkhanid era. The findings indicate that prior to their arrival in Iran, the Mongols believed in a
material underworld with no concept of heaven, hell, or divine judgment. Their burial customs included secret
interments in forbidden areas known as gorugh, positioning the body in a crouched posture, and accompanying
the deceased with horse sacrifices, valuable goods, food, and sometimes servants and wives. In contrast, Iranian
culture—both in pre-Islamic and Islamic periods—emphasized the public commemoration of the dead through
monumental tomb construction, gravestones, and memorial rituals such as reciting prayers, offering charity, and
visiting graves. After the establishment of the Ilkhanids in Iran, the early Ilkhan rulers such as Hulagu, Abaga,
Ahmad, and Arghun remained committed to the tradition of secret burial. However, from the reign of Ghazan
Khan onward, with the adoption of Islam and under the influence of Iranian advisors, the practice of public tomb
construction gradually replaced the gorugh burial tradition. This cultural transformation reached its peak in the
construction of the Soltaniyeh Dome, the mausoleum of Oljaitii. Nevertheless, this change was neither
immediate nor complete, as some ancient Mongol traditions—such as burying jewelry and treasures with the
deceased—continued in a hybrid form alongside Islamic customs.

Keywords: Burial, Mongols, Iranian culture, llkhanid period.
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