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Studying the Education System of Children and Adolescents in
the Safavid Era

Soroush Fayazipour

Student of Mathematics Education, Farhangian University, Tehran, Iran

Abstract

The present study aims to study the education system of children and adolescents in the Safavid era, with an
emphasis on political correlations (relations with neighbors and contemporary empires) and ideological-religious
developments of that period. The research method is library-based and based on the analysis of historical
documents and evidence, including the travelogues of European travelers (especially Chardin) and reliable
domestic sources. In this article, demographic characteristics, governance methods, and the general atmosphere
prevailing in Safavid society are considered as factors that have an impact on education. Also, components such
as educational content, teaching methods, place of study, social classes benefiting from education, and the ups
and downs of the educational system in this period are systematically examined. A background of the state of
education in the pre-Safavid era, as well as cultural characteristics and the attitude of society towards education,
provides the basis for the research analyses. The findings show that education in the Safavid era was a
combination of previous traditions, new political-religious requirements, and influence from cross-border
interactions. The research conclusion emphasizes the need to revise the linear and uniform conception of the
history of education in Iran, emphasizing the role of multilayered political, ideological, and demographic factors
in the formation of the educational system of the Safavid era.

Keywords: Historical education, Safavid era, European tourists, ideological changes, educational policies,
historical sociology.
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