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The Village and Its Functions in Iran; A Structural-Economic
Analysis Based on Early Sources (3rd to 5th Centuries AH)

Abbas Rahbari

Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Farhangian University, P.O. Box 889 - 14665 Tehran, Iran

Abstract

In Iran in the early centuries, the village was considered one of the most fundamental units of spatial, economic,
and social organization, and a major part of agricultural production, government financing, and the population
stability of the society were based on it. However, in a significant part of historiographical studies, the village
has either been placed on the margins of political and urban narratives or has been studied without a specific
temporal focus and a coherent analytical framework. The present article, focusing on the 3rd to 5th centuries
AH, examines the structure and functions of the village in Iran and attempts to explain its place in the economic
and social system of this period. The research method is historical-analytical and based on a critical review of
early geographical, historical, and economic sources. The research data has been extracted from works such as
Moghaddisi, Istakhri, Ibn Hawgal, and Baladhari and organized in a conceptual framework. The main focus of
the article is on analyzing the spatial and demographic structure of the village, its role in agricultural production
and the tribute system, and the mutual relationship between the village and the city. The research findings show
that the village in the third to fifth centuries AH was not a static and purely productive institution, but rather a
dynamic and multifunctional structure that played an active role in the sustainability of the economic system,
social reproduction, and spatial cohesion of Islamic Iran. By limiting the time range and relying on original
sources, this research attempts to partially compensate for the gap in the studies of the history of the village.

Keywords: village, rural life, Islamic Iran, third to fifth centuries AH, tribute system, economic structure.
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