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Abstract

The Treaty of Hudaybiyyah (6 AH / 628 CE) is one of the most complex and influential events in early Islamic
history. Despite its seemingly unfavorable clauses (postponement of Umrah, extradition of refugees), the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) called it a "manifest victory” (Fath Mubin). The main problem of this research is to explain
how and through what causal mechanisms this agreement led to the consolidation of the Prophet's political
position and the expansion of Islam. his study employs a historical-analytical method combined with a
theoretical framework integrating Game Theory (to analyze negotiations) and Soft Power (to explain cultural and
diplomatic consequences). Data were collected from primary sources (Ibn Hisham, Tabari, Waqidi, Ya'qubi) and
secondary sources, and analyzed using Directed Qualitative Content Analysis with three-stage coding (open,
axial, selective). Findings reveal five main causal channels through which the Hudaybiyyah peace consolidated
the Prophet's political position: (1) legal recognition of the Medinan state by the Quraysh, (2) shifting the tribal
balance of power in favor of Muslims through the "free choice of tribes" clause, (3) opening space for
international diplomacy (letters to the great powers of the time: Heraclius, Najashi, Khosrow Il, and Mugawqis),
(4) transforming military threats into opportunities for soft power expansion through peaceful invitation and
cultural engagement, and (5) directly paving the way for the conquest of Mecca (8 AH) after the Quraysh
breached the treaty.Conclusion: The Treaty of Hudaybiyyah was not a retreat but a "strategic victory based on
patience and redefining the competition arena from the battlefield to diplomacy and culture." This research
demonstrates that applying Game Theory and the concept of Soft Power can elevate historical analysis from
mere description to causal explanation, providing a model applicable to contemporary peace agreements in
asymmetrical conflicts.
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