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The Role of Endowment in the Flourishing of Islamic Education
and Culture, a Historical Study of the Nizamiyah and
Mustansiriya Schools of Baghdad

Humira Golnazi

Headmaster of Sanandaj High Schools of Education, Kurdistan, Iran

Abstract

One of the important pillars of the flourishing of Islamic culture and civilization has been the tradition of
endowment and the establishment of endowment schools. These schools, which were run with the financial
support of endowments, played a key role in providing educational and research platforms for scholars. The
Nizamiyah and Mustansiriya Schools of Baghdad, as two prominent examples of these educational institutions,
made a significant contribution to the scientific, cultural, and social growth of the Islamic world. The present
study, with a descriptive-analytical approach and based on library resources, examines the role of endowment in
the flourishing of Islamic education and culture, emphasizing the historical and social functions of the
Nizamiyah and Mustansiriya Schools of Baghdad. The findings show that endowment has not only guaranteed
the sustainability and development of Islamic educational institutions, but has also paved the way for scientific
and cultural independence and a model for the continuation of higher education in the Islamic world.

Keywords: Endowment; Endowment schools; Nizamiyya Baghdad; Mustansiriya Baghdad; Islamic
civilization; Higher education; Cultural development.




