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a Spatiotemporal Assessment of Social Harms: A Case Study of
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Abstract

Urban inefficient neighborhoods, characterized by physical deterioration, managerial deficiencies, and
socioeconomic vulnerabilities, are disproportionately exposed to the emergence and persistence of social harms.
The Dardasht neighborhood in Isfahan represents one such urban area, exhibiting diverse patterns of social
problems. However, the relative contributions of physical, managerial, and socio-cultural factors to mitigating
these harms, as well as their spatiotemporal distribution, remain insufficiently understood. Accordingly, this
study aims to develop a strategic planning framework for urban inefficient neighborhoods through a
spatiotemporal assessment of social harms in the Dardasht neighborhood of Isfahan. This research adopted a
mixed-methods (quantitative—qualitative) approach and employed a researcher-developed questionnaire to
examine the relationships between physical, managerial, and socio-cultural dimensions as independent variables
and the reduction of social harms as the dependent variable. The study population consisted of residents of the
Dardasht neighborhood, who were selected using simple random sampling. The collected data were analyzed
using parametric statistical techniques and specialized analytical software to identify the spatial and temporal
patterns of social harms and to determine effective intervention strategies. The validity and reliability of the
research instrument were established using rigorous scientific procedures. The findings demonstrated that socio-
cultural factors, particularly life skills education and the enhancement of social capital, exerted the strongest
influence on reducing social harms. With a statistically significant standardized effect coefficient of 0.502, these
findings underscore the greater effectiveness of soft interventions over exclusively physical and infrastructure-
oriented strategies. Furthermore, promoting community participation, implementing educational programs
focused on life skills and civic education, and strengthening residents' sense of place attachment were found to
contribute to the creation of safer, more vibrant urban environments while reducing the incidence of social
problems, including violence, substance abuse, theft, and minor criminal offenses. Overall, the results highlight
the necessity of a paradigm shift in urban planning—from a predominantly physical regeneration approach
toward a comprehensive, community-centered planning model that integrates social, cultural, and spatial
dimensions to achieve sustainable regeneration in urban inefficient neighborhoods.

Keywords: Urban Inefficient Neighborhoods, Social Harms, Strategic Planning, Spatiotemporal Analysis,
Geographic Information Systems (GIS), Dardasht Neighborhood, Isfahan
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