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Phonological processes and sonority sequencing principle in
Persian speech of 2-5 year old children in Guilan

Sepideh Sharestani

Master of General Linguistics, Payame Noor University of Rasht

Abstract

Phonological processes are the sound realization of words phoneme continuum abstract form and show the
correlation between sound surface features with phoneme. The purpose of this study was to search for the
phonological processes of word utterance in the east of Guilan Persian children aged two to five. The sample
consisted of the speech of 50 normal Persian speaking children in Rudsar, langerud, and Lahijan collected
through the use of 1010 words from the 8 hours and 50 minutes children record speech. The children speech
phonological processes analysed in ellipsis. The results showed that gender has a little difference in children
speech phonological processes but as the children grow older the number of phonological processes decreases.
Epenthesis and centralization are dominant phonological processes which in east of Guilan boys are more
observable than east of Guilan girls. Throughout the phonological processes the rhoticity is the least and
fronting is the most.

Keywords: Phonological processes, sonority hierarchy principle, children speech.
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