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A Comparison of Classical and Contemporary Satire

Jamil Bahram Zaei
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Abstract

During the eighth and thirteenth centuries, we faced a series of paradoxes and contradictions which caused a
shift in the language from serious into satirical. This article sets out to identify and analyze the similarities and
differences between the language and themes of satire used by Obeyd Zakani and Dehkhoda, explaining that
the elements of social, religious and political satire are considered as common themes used by the two satirists.
The social and political satire of the eighth century, or Obeyd Zakani's satire is more limited than the satire
used in the thirteenth century, because the Ash'ari and deterministic thought is dominant in the society during
the eighth century, and the satirists of this period, unlike those of the thirteenth century, are cautiously and
conservatively trying to provide solutions for the existing social problems. Therefore Obeyd uses a more
explicit language than Dehkhoda and uses smut to expose and criticize the sages and oppression of the rulers
of the time, their promiscuity, the spread of poverty and prostitution, and the discredited knowledge during
that period. However, the social and political satire used by Dehkhoda has been expressed more openly,
transparently and extensively for their audiences, mentioning a variety of common themes including expensive
and inferior goods, superstition and illiteracy of the people, people's addiction to opium, the incompetence of
the rulers and so on. In the eighth century, the hypocrites of the religion are themselves regarded as the rulers
of the time; therefore, religious satire is considered the most prominent element of satire. Obeyd criticizes the
religion contaminated by hypocrisy.

Keywords: Satire, Obeyd Zakani, Ali Akbar Dehkhoda, Similarities, Differences

ZA



