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Abstract

Nowadays, dermatophyte infections occur all over the world, and dermatophytosis (ringworm) is of great
importance among fungal diseases due to its infectious, contagious, and zoonotic nature. This study was conducted
on 100 cats referred to clinics in Babolsar city. Sampling of cats was done over a period of 7 months, and after
culture and observation, 11% of symptomatic and asymptomatic cats were reported to be positive for dermatophyte
infection. Of the isolated dermatophytes, 6 cases of Trichophyton mentagrophytes and 5 cases of Trichophyton
verrucosum were identified, and other dermatophyte species were not observed in fungal culture. In the present
study, the relationship between potential risk factors such as age, sex, race, place of residence, and season with the
level of dermatophyte infection was evaluated; in terms of age, cats between one and three years showed infection
more than other ages. The frequency of infection was reported to be higher in males, which was statistically
significant (P<0.05). The highest frequency of infection was obtained in DSH cats, which was statistically
significant (P<0.001). In contrast, no relationship was observed between the sampling season and infection. Due to
the higher frequency of dermatophyte infection in symptomatic cats, it is recommended to observe complete hygiene
in clinical examinations and care of this group of animals.
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