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Comparative study of mutual perceptions and expectations of
parents and nurses regarding family participation in inpatient care
of children in Yazd hospitals
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Abstract

Parental participation in the care of hospitalized children is an important factor in improving the quality of care,
but mutual perceptions of parents and nurses about this participation have been less studied, especially in
developing countries. This study aimed to evaluate the perceptions of nurses and parents regarding parental
participation in the care of hospitalized children and its related factors. This single-cross-sectional study was
conducted from May to October 2011 in pediatric wards of hospitals in Yazd province. Data from 73 nurses and
101 parents were collected and analyzed using the Parental Participation Attitude Scale. Independent t-tests,
Mann-Whitney, one-way ANOVA, and Kruskal-Wallis were used to analyze the data. The findings of the study
showed that parents and nurses agreed on 7 out of 20 items related to parental involvement, including:
preference for infant feeding by parents, improvement of children's adaptation to hospitalization if parents
participate, parents' help in restraining the child during injections, and explanation of treatment methods by the
medical staff. The results also showed that there is a significant relationship between nursing departments and
the perception of parental involvement. Nurses in the pediatric surgical department had the highest (median =
5.73) and nurses in the neonatal department had the lowest (median = 0.62) perception of parental involvement.
Also, married caregivers had a more positive attitude towards parental involvement than single caregivers. As a
result, despite the agreement between nurses and parents on the principle of the importance of parental
involvement, there are still ambiguities in the scope and details of this involvement. A better understanding of
parental involvement in children's medical care can create a good working relationship between parents and
nurses and reduce the gap between them. It is recommended that further studies be conducted to investigate in
more depth the relationship between parental involvement and the provision of health care for hospitalized
children.
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