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Abstract

Objective: The aim of the present study was to investigate the role of positive thinking mediation in predicting
academic motivation based on emotional intelligence and self-control of high school students during the Corona
pandemic period.

Methods: The present research method was descriptive-correlation with structural equations. The statistical
population of the present study was all the students of the first secondary school in the second district of
Shahrekord city, Their number in the academic year 2021-2022 was 8700 people. The sampling method was
available. The sample size was calculated by Cochran's formula of 367 people And 400 questionnaires were
distributed among the sample people. Finally, 345 completed questionnaires were returned, which were
considered as the final sample. The tools of the current research were the questionnaires of Ingram & Wisnicki
(1988), Tangney et al 's self-control (2004), Bradbury and Greaves emotional intelligence scale (2005), and
Hermans's academic achievement motivation (1987). Data analysis was done with structural equations and with
using SPSS 20 and Amos 24 software.

Results: The results of structural equations showed that the mediating role of positive thinking in predicting
academic motivation based on emotional intelligence was confirmed (p<0.05), However, the mediating role of
positive thinking in predicting academic motivation based on self-control was not confirmed (p>0.05). All the
direct paths of the three variables of self-control, emotional intelligence and positive thinking on academic
motivation were also significant (p<0.05).

Conclusion: It is concluded that the variables of self-control, emotional intelligence and positive thinking are
effective variables to increase students’ academic motivation. Therefore, it is suggested to school administrators
and counselors to periodically organize trainings in these fields for students.

Keywords: positive thinking; educational motivation; Emotional Intelligence; Self-control; Corona pandemic
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