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Content analysis of social studies textbooks for the fifth and sixth
grades of elementary school in Iran and the Iragi Kurdistan region
in terms of attention to the components of national identity
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Abstract

School education is one of the most important educational foundations in any country and textbooks are the most
widely used educational tools in most countries. The aim of this study was to investigate the level of attention to
the components of national warmth in social studies textbooks in Iran and Kurdistan. The components of
national identity that have been considered in this research are: flag, national anthem, official calendar,
mythology, religion, historical and national places, national celebrities, national art. The statistical population of
the study is the fifth and sixth grade textbooks of social studies textbooks in Iran and the Kurdistan region. The
research method used was content analysis. Descriptive statistics including frequency, frequency percentage and
frequency table were used to analyze the data. In this research, the method of counting has been used in such a
way that by referring to the book, the number of times that one of the components of national identity has been
counted and reported in the form of a unit of analysis, which is sentences and pictures here. Based on the
research findings in the textbooks of both samples, little attention has been paid to national identity and also
there is no balance between the use of national identity components in the mentioned books. And in comparing
the use of national identity components between Iran and the Kurdistan region, more of these components have
been used in Iranian social studies textbooks. In Iranian textbooks, among the mentioned components, religion
and national celebrities have been used the most and national myths and anthems have been used the least, and in
the case of Kurdistan, the components of historical-national places and national celebrities have been used the
most. Myths and national anthems are the least used.

Keywords: National Identity, National Identity Components, Content Analysis, Social Studies
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