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Investigating the Causes and Factors Influencing the Prevalence

of Child Marriage and Its Impact on Girls’ Education in Rural
Areas

Zahra Sohrabi

Undergraduate Student of Geography and Rural Planning, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Iran

Abstract

Child marriage is recognized as a serious social, cultural, and economic challenge in many rural areas of Iran,
with numerous negative consequences for the personal and social lives of girls. This study focuses on the village
of Qezelkan in Chenaran County, examining the causes and factors influencing the prevalence of this
phenomenon and its impact on girls’ education. The research employs a mixed-method approach, incorporating
semi-structured interviews with girls, parents, and teachers, as well as surveys and analysis of relevant
documents and statistics. Findings indicate that multiple factors contribute to the persistence of child marriage,

including economic poverty, concerns over family honor, social pressures, traditional beliefs, and a lack of
public awareness.

Keywords: Child marriage, girls’ education, divorce, gender inequality, patriarchy, causes and consequences
of child marriage




