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Abstract

The development process of the international system in the last decade, which that called “the
world order transition”, is a great opportunity for the Iran to secure and guarantee its short-term
and long-term political and economic interests by looking to the East and expanding relations with
Asian countries. slow With Iran's presence in Asian organizations and economic plans (such as
China's Belt and Road Initiative), this country can improve its political and economic position in
the international system. The solution to achieve these Targets is the development of rail and
water corridors. One of these rail corridors is the Eastern Caspian Sea Corridor (KTI). By
connecting to Iran's network rail, this corridor connects Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan to the Belt
and Road Initiative railway and then to international waters. In this article, based on realism, an
attempt has been made to assess the importance of the East Caspian Sea Corridor in the Belt and
Road Initiative. In fact, the main question of this article is that according to the provisions of Iran-
China 25-year Cooperation Program, can the Belt and Road Initiative affect Iran's national
interests in the railway transport sector with the countries of the Eastern Corridor of the Caspian
Sea? This article has investigated this issue with a descriptive-analytical approach and using
books, articles and documents. The Belt and Road initiative can provide the geopolitical and
economic interests of Iran at the national and regional levels through the expansion of commercial
exchange infrastructures and expand regional security.

Keywords: Central Asia, Belt & Road Initiative, China, Iran, Incheh Borun
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