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Issue of Catalonia's Secession from Spain Emphasizing the
Principle of the Right to Self-determination
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Abstract

The right to self-determination as a human right is one of the basic principles of contemporary international law
according to it, all individuals and social groups, regardless of ethnicity, race, gender, can take charge of their
affairs in various political, social and economic fields. Probably because of the UN Charter in addition to the
need to respect and respect the fundamental rights and freedoms of the individual, this principle has been
mentioned. The dispute over what is today called the "right to self-determination” is more of a political dispute
than a legal one. The holding of a referendum on the secession of Catalonia from Spain by the local government
on October 1, 2017 is further evidence of this claim political abuse of this concept will remain in force until the
boundaries of the exercise of the right to self-determination are properly defined. The purpose of this study is to
answer the question that is the separation of the Catalan region from Spain based on the principle of the right to
self-determination legitimate or not? and the tool for collecting it is through library study and its analysis is
descriptive-analytical. The results of the article indicate that the secession of the region of Catalonia in Spain is
not compatible with the standards of international law because the legitimacy of unilateral secession is not
possible in non-colonial conditions and the disagreement of the ruling system of the country.

Keywords Right to self-determination, separatism, Catalonia, Spain, non-colonial status.
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