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Analysis and Exploration of Dr. Mosaddeq’s Principles of
Negative Balance in Foreign Policy

Zohreh Ghaljaei Pour

Department of Political Science, Mashhad Branch, Islamic Azad University, Mashhad, Iran

Abstract

Foreign policy has been taken into account as one of the most pivotal sections of research in the area of the
political sciences and international relations and it is of a great importance to expand the realm of the past
politicians’ scientific interpretations and analyses. Considering the fact that Dr. Mosaddeq is enumerated
amongst the greatest political figures in Iran’s contemporary history, the present article aims at analyzing and
exploring Dr. Mosaddeq’s principles of negative balance in foreign policy. In line with this, a library research
method has been applied. The investigations signified that Mosaddeq’s policy has essentially been avoiding the
political and military uniting with one of the superpowers of England and Soviet Union as well as making effort
for taking advantage of their competitions and rivalry in supplying themselves with the maximum amount of
Iran’s wealth and interest. Mosaddeq announced negative balance as the country’s best interest meaning that not
only Soviet Union was provided with no privileges but also Iran’s rights of southern oil that was in the hands of
the English had to be taken back. After being able to block the way to England’s expansion of its influence in
Iran, Mosaddeq took measures parallel to creation of balance between Soviet Union and the USA in Iran.
Amongst the results of Dr. Mosaddeq’s use of negative balance, appointment of a temporary board of directors
for Iran’s national petroleum company immediately after becoming the prime minister in May, 1951,
participation in the sessions held by the Security Council and cessation of all relationships with the England and
dissolution of the English consuls can be pointed out.

Keywords: Foreign Policy, Negative Balance, Dr. Mosaddeq, Petroleum Industry’s Nationalization.
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