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Abstract:

The present study aims to investigate soft war in the media, with an emphasis on Iran, and to analyze the
mechanisms of soft war in digital media and its effects on the social and cultural structures of Iran. In the present
era, the media have transformed from a means of transmitting news to a means of “perception management” in order
to influence collective beliefs and behaviors by producing alternative narratives. Using a descriptive-analytical
approach, this study attempts to identify how hostile media currents, by taking advantage of generational and social
gaps, seek to change collective identity and weaken cultural ties in Iran. Initial findings indicate that soft war in the
media is not only a political confrontation, but also a “structured cultural invasion” that aims to create alienation
between the individual and society and replace indigenous models with external models. Finally, this study seeks to
provide solutions to strengthen social resilience against media psychological operations. In the present era, which is
the era of media communications and at the forefront of it is referred to soft power and psychological operations, the
traces of confrontation and violence centered on hardware measures are rarely visible because this has given way to
the soft approach, which is considered one of the teachings of modern and contemporary security studies and
consists of three components: interests, power, and threat. This approach does not aim to enslave the physical
structure of individuals, but rather the sole purpose of this approach is to penetrate the depths of the minds and
public opinion of society so that it can implement its purpose perfectly in the desired area. This is illustrated by the
relentless decisive effort of Western countries, led by the United States, which has spared no effort in its media
communications against Iran and is collecting news and information against our country through various media,
including satellite networks, the Internet, newspapers, magazines, and other mass media. Therefore, it is up to us to
carefully plan and expand our media activities in the field of media activities, which are considered a branch of soft
power. We can have a say in international communications.

Keywords: Media Communications, Soft Power, Psychological Operations, Interests, Power, Threat
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