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Abstract:

Objective: The present study aims to identify and analyze the role and position of political advertising in advancing
the processes of subversion and changing power structures in Iranian society. This study attempts to explain how
modern advertising techniques, through perception management and redefining values, pave the way for the
acceptance of subversive ideas in different layers of society.

Method: This study uses a descriptive-analytical method with a sociological approach. The data examined include
analyzing social media content and examining contradictory advertising narratives in cyberspace. Also, using the
theories of "perception management" and "cultural dominance”, the mechanisms of transforming advertising
messages into collective beliefs have been analyzed.

Findings: The research findings show that political propaganda in the process of subversion uses the strategy of
“destruction of the existing image” and “utopian structure”. These propagandas have been able to increase their
influence on the younger generations by transforming political issues into concepts such as “lifestyle” and
“individual rights”. It was also found that the use of targeted algorithms in new media has led to the creation of
“information bubbles” in which the audience is only faced with one-dimensional and convincing narratives, which
greatly increases the speed of acceptance of subversive ideas. The expansion of mass communication tools, such as
newspapers, radio and television, has led to the emergence of a new society in which all individuals, regardless of
where they live or what society they belong to, are informed about events and happenings through contact with news
sources. To the extent that even if the level of social participation of people in a society is limited, their level of
familiarity with events and incidents, and consequently their participation in this field, is not comparable to what it
was in the past. The main component of our research is about subversion; with these descriptions, it is clear that
advertising can play a very important role in subversion, especially in its political form. The research method of this
article is the Internet and library search method. Advertising in the general and commercial sense is a practice in
which a seller or manufacturer tries to inform a potential buyer about the production of this product by doing
something. This action is done in various ways, but this component in this project gives a completely different
meaning that we will discuss.

Results: Finally, the results indicate that subversion in the present era, before being a physical transformation, is a
"perceptual transformation” that is guided by political propaganda. By reconstructing reality and creating a "false
hope" or "alternative ideal," propaganda breaks the individual's identity ties with indigenous structures and pushes
him towards accepting structural changes. Therefore, confronting this trend requires a transition from traditional
methods and a move towards producing “alternative narratives" with visual and semantic appeal.
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