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Abstract

The administrative system of any country is a reflection of the political, cultural, and historical structure of that
country and plays a decisive role in the quality of governance. In this article, focusing on the Iranian
administrative legal system, the structural study of the two main patterns of "administrative centralization" and
"administrative decentralization" is discussed. From ancient times to the contemporary period, the administrative
structure of Iran has always fluctuated between these two poles, and each period has brought its own
characteristics and consequences. In periods such as the Achaemenids and Pahlavis, strong administrative
centralization led to central coherence and authority, but in contrast, in periods such as the Parthians or after the
Islamic Revolution, tendencies toward decentralization and local participation are observed. In this study, using
the analytical-comparative method, the administrative structure of Iran was compared with the models of
selected countries such as Germany, France, Turkey and India, and the legal, structural, cultural and managerial
challenges in the path of achieving administrative decentralization in Iran were identified. The findings show
that achieving balanced governance in Iran requires reviewing laws, strengthening local institutions, promoting a
culture of public participation and creating a smart balance between administrative centralization and
administrative decentralization. Finally, some practical solutions are presented to improve the country's
administrative structure.

Keywords: Administrative centralization, decentralization, Iranian administrative law, local councils,
governance, administrative structure




