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Abstract

The Guardian Council, as one of the fundamental pillars of the Islamic Republic of Iran, plays an unparalleled
role in ensuring the conformity of laws with Islamic Sharia and the principles of the Constitution. This
institution not only guarantees the legitimacy of legislation passed by the Islamic Consultative Assembly
(Majlis) but also holds a position beyond mere supervision, emerging as a key determinant in the legislative
process of the Islamic Republic. According to Article 91 of the Constitution, the Guardian Council consists of
six jurists appointed by the Supreme Leader and six legal experts selected by the Parliament. Their primary
responsibility is to review legislative bills for compliance with Islamic law and constitutional principles. This
unique jurisprudential-legal structure distinguishes the Guardian Council as an exceptional institution globally.
In addition to its legislative functions, the Guardian Council, under Article 99 of the Constitution, is tasked with
supervising elections. Unlike many legal systems worldwide, this supervision is not merely procedural but
"approbatory" (estesvabi), meaning the Council has the authority to vet candidates' qualifications before they
enter electoral competitions. This has elevated the Guardian Council’s role beyond a mere oversight body,
allowing it to influence the balance of political power and even shape the structure of governance. However,
critics argue that such extensive oversight may conflict with the principle of separation of powers and weaken
the independence of the legislative branch. Conversely, proponents maintain that such a mechanism is essential
to preserving the Islamic-revolutionary identity of the Islamic Republic. Using a descriptive-analytical
approach, this study examines the structure, functions, and constitutional position of the Guardian Council. It
highlights the Council’s decisive role in the legislative process and policymaking, as well as its influence in
election supervision and candidate qualification assessments, based on legal texts and practices. Ultimately,
despite some challenges and criticisms, the Guardian Council remains a foundational institution in Iran’s legal
system, ensuring coherence, legitimacy, and the religious-legal orientation of the country.

Keywords: Sovereignty, Legislative Power, Lawmaking, Supervision, Guardian Council, Islamic Republic of
Iran
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