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Abstract

The establishment of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) and its methods
of operation have played a vital role in developing and codifying a modern system of international law, offering
solutions to the challenges posed by the lack of uniform regulations. The Islamic Republic of Iran has been an
active member of UNCITRAL since Y4A4. Iranian representatives have participated in working groups on
international guarantees and credits, the legal effects of using electronic communications, and cross-border
insolvency, contributing Iran’s legal perspectives alongside representatives from other states. Iran’s Law on
International Commercial Arbitration, inspired by the UNCITRAL Model Law, was enacted on September Vv,
Y44Y(Mehr YYYfin the Iranian calendar), consisting of Adchapters and Y7articles. Although this law marked a
significant step toward the modernization of arbitration rules in Iran, it also suffers from certain weaknesses and
shortcomings, largely due to deviations from the UNCITRAL Model Law. The New York Convention, regarded
as the cornerstone of international arbitration and one of the most successful legal instruments in international
trade, faces its most critical challenge in the non-uniform enforcement by its member states. In this regard,
Article oof the Convention, which outlines various grounds for refusal of recognition and enforcement of
foreign arbitral awards, is often seen as a barrier to achieving consistency. National courts play a crucial role in
clarifying and shaping the obstacles and challenges to the recognition and enforcement of arbitral awards
through their judgments. While the New York Convention aims to make the recognition and enforcement
process as predictable and effective as possible, such a goal can only be achieved if the Convention is uniformly
implemented across all member states. Therefore, the most decisive factor in the success of the New York
Convention lies in its consistent application by the courts of the contracting states. This study seeks to examine
the obstacles to the enforcement of foreign arbitral awards under Iranian law and UNCITRAL rules.
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