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Legal Analysis of Referendums in Iran and the United States of
America
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Abstract

The term "referendum" in Persian) refers to "referring to public opinion and directly consulting the people on
important national issues.” This article analyzes the process of holding referendums in two countries: Iran, as an
Islamic democracy (sometimes described as "theo-democracy"” or religious democracy), and the United States of
America, a federal constitutional republic.The Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran explicitly provides for
the possibility of holding referendums, with the authority to call for one resting with the Supreme Leader. In
contrast, the U.S. Constitution does not provide for any form of referendum at the federal level. However, this
fundamental tool of popular sovereignty is not entirely absent; it operates at state and local levels, though it is
not recognized for federal constitutional amendments.This comparative study highlights how these two political
systems address the issue of popular sovereignty, which has always been a crucial legal and political question.
The research employs a comparative legal analysis of the constitutional amendment processes in Iran and the
U.S., examining their respective strengths and weaknesses.

Keywords: Sovereignty, Referendum, Legislation, Iran, United States of America.
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