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Abstract

The Absolute Guardianship of the Jurist (Velayat-e Motlageh-ye Fagqih) stands as one of the foundational and
defining principles in the legal and political system of the Islamic Republic of Iran, playing a central role in its
constitutional structure. Rooted in Shiite jurisprudence and the political thought of Imam Khomeini (RA), this
theory posits that during the occultation of the infallible Imam (AS), a qualified jurist (Faqgih), equipped with
jurisprudential knowledge, justice, wisdom, and public support, assumes the responsibility of guiding and
governing Islamic society. The term "absolute™ in this context refers to the broad scope of the jurist’s authority
within the framework of Islamic law, public interest, and rational-legal boundaries—not an unrestricted mandate .

The Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran explicitly outlines the structure of the Leadership Institution in
principles such as Articles 5, 57, 107, 109, and 110, defining its authority, qualifications, and oversight
mechanisms. Furthermore, sovereignty in the Islamic Republic is a hybrid of divine and popular governance,
meaning the system’s legitimacy is derived from divine commandments and Islamic jurisprudence, while its
acceptability is based on public will and the vote of the nation. This unique synthesis, framed as "religious
democracy," grants the institution of the Guardianship of the Jurist dual legitimacy—anchored in both
jurisprudential foundations and constitutional law as well as popular mandate. Using a descriptive-analytical
method and drawing on authoritative jurisprudential, legal, and constitutional sources, this article examines the
theoretical and historical dimensions of the Absolute Guardianship of the Jurist and its position in the
constitutional system of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Key concepts such as sovereignty, guardianship (Velayat),
and constitutional law are clarified, and the relationship between the Absolute Guardianship of the Jurist and
principles like republicanism, separation of powers, accountability, and oversight is analyzed .The findings of
this study demonstrate that the Leadership Institution in the Islamic Republic of Iran, while vested with extensive
authority, operates within legal frameworks aimed at preserving national unity, justice, and public welfare.
Contrary to some superficial interpretations, its role is not limited to political governance but is a fundamental
element in realizing the objectives and principles of the system.
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