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An Analysis of the Relationship Between Political Rights and
Political Citizenship During the Second Pahlavi Era

Arman Edalati
M.A Student in Political Science, Shiraz University.

Abstract

This study examines the relationship between political rights and political citizenship during the second Pahlavi
era, analyzing the impact of the regime's authoritarian structure on the realization of these rights. The research
employs a descriptive-analytical methodology, with data gathered through library and archival studies. The
central question of this research is: what was the nature of the relationship between political rights and political
citizenship during the second Pahlavi era? The research hypothesis posits that despite the constitutional
emphasis on certain political rights, the authoritarian structure of the government and a submissive political
culture hindered the full realization of political citizenship. Findings indicate that political rights, such as
freedom of expression, political participation, and the right to vote, although formally enshrined in laws, were in
practice severely controlled by the government. Consequently, citizenship rights, instead of serving as a
platform for democratic development, were transformed into instruments for showcasing the government's
authority. By emphasizing the impact of political and cultural structures on citizenship rights, this research
contributes to a deeper understanding of the challenges of democratic development in Iran.

Keywords: Political Rights, Political Citizenship, Authoritarianism, Political Culture, Second Pahlavi Era.
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