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Abstract

This article conducts a comparative study of the conditions for constitutional amendments in the legal systems of
Iran and the United States, analyzing the differences between these two systems in terms of theoretical
foundations, procedural mechanisms, and practical outcomes. The constitution, as the supreme legal document,
defines the framework of a country’s political and legal system, and its amendment is essential to adapt to social
and political developments. In Iran, the Constitution of 1979, amended in 1989, is based on a combination of
divine and popular sovereignty under the guardianship of the Supreme Leader (Velayat-e Fagih). Article 177
outlines the amendment process, which requires a proposal by two-thirds of the members of the Islamic
Consultative Assembly (Parliament), approval by the Supreme Leader after consultation with the Expediency
Discernment Council, the formation of a Revision Council, and a national referendum. Certain principles, such
as the Islamic nature of the system, the guardianship of the Supreme Leader, and the republican form of
government, are unalterable. In contrast, Article V of the U.S. Constitution (1787) establishes a decentralized
amendment process, requiring either a two-thirds majority in Congress or a national convention for proposal,
followed by ratification by three-fourths of the states. The U.S. Constitution does not recognize any
unamendable principles, ensuring a balance between stability and flexibility .This research examines the
differences between Iran and the U.S. in three key areas: (1) centralization vs. decentralization of the amendment
process, (2) flexibility vs. structural limitations, and (3) the role of the people and institutions in amendments.
The findings indicate that Iran’s centralized process, emphasizing ideological preservation, allowed for rapid
amendments in 1989, including the abolition of the prime minister’s office and the strengthening of the Supreme
Leader’s authority. Meanwhile, the U.S., with its decentralized and democratic process, has adopted only 27
amendments in over 230 years, including the abolition of slavery (13th Amendment) and women’s suffrage
(19th Amendment). These differences stem from each country’s history, culture, and theoretical foundations,
reflecting diverse legal approaches to addressing evolving societal needs.

Keywords: Sovereignty, Constitution, Amendment, Islamic Republic of Iran, United States of America.
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