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Enter Eurasia Agricultural Products Market
(Case Study: Date Product)

Malihe Tagizadeh shol* ,Mlihe Syavooshi?. Esmail Kahnamoey 3.
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2- Assistant Professor of Department of Business Management, Department of Management and Accounting, Hormozgan , Hormozgan , Iran
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Introduction

Iran's joining the Eurasian Economic Union, which has led to the elimination of tariffs or preferential tariffs for a
large number of goods, especially agricultural products, has provided a good business opportunity for Iranian
producers and exporters to participate in the 180 million Eurasian market. Is. However, a successful presence in
any market requires knowing the requirements of that market and planning and preparing to meet those
requirements on the part of producers and exporters. On the other hand, having areas prone to date cultivation
and the wide variety of species and its geographical distribution in different provinces such as Khuzestan,
Kerman, Hormozgan, Fars, Sistan and Baluchistan, and Bushehr make Iran as one of the potential poles of
production and export. Dates have been placed so that Iran is the third producer of dates in the world in terms of
production and cultivated area, while it is the fifth exporter in terms of export value of this product in the world.
This difference indicates that no proper effort has been made to market and sell the produced dates at a
reasonable price to the world markets, and a large part of this product is exported in bulk to markets that add
value by repacking or processing it. They earn a lot for their country. Considering the zero-tariff rate of date
import to the Eurasian Union, the present study has identified and investigated the technical, legal, and
competitive requirements necessary to be present in this market and measured the attitude, willingness, and
readiness of date exporters to comply with these requirements.

Materials and Methods

The current research is practical in terms of its purpose, and in terms of data collection, it is combined
exploratory-descriptive research. First, by conducting exploratory research by searching the literature, studying
the texts and documents of the Eurasian Union agreement, as well as conducting telephone interviews with 8
companies active in the field of date export to the Eurasian Union throughout the country, data were collected in
the qualitative part of the research and the technical requirements, legal and marketing related to the presence in
the Eurasian Union markets were identified. Then, in the second stage, by conducting a survey descriptive
research using an online questionnaire, the link of which was distributed through WhatsApp in the group of the
National Date Association of the three provinces of Bushehr, Kerman and Hormozgan, data related to the
attitude, willingness and readiness of exporters and dates and date products packaging companies in these three
provinces were collected to participate in the Eurasian Economic Union. In both stages, the full number strategy
was used and an attempt was made to interview all existing companies, but due to the non-cooperation of the
companies, this goal was not achieved.

Results and Discussion

The most important technical requirements (obtaining a certificate of compliance of the product with the
standards and technical regulations of the Eurasian Union, obtaining a health and plant quarantine certificate,
safe packaging in terms of hygiene, chemical and mechanical, and impermeability of the packaging, inzerting the
following information on the packaging: product name, production date and expiration , (or production date and
product storage period) , product storage conditions, weight and nutritional value in Russian and the language of
the destination country in the Union) , legal requirements (obtaining a business card, having a company
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registered in Iran, issuing a proforma invoice for return currency, paying taxes and customs fees, cargo and
transportation insurance, and obtaining a certificate of origin) and marketing requirements (paying attention to
customer taste, having a brand name, luxurious and stylish packaging in light weights (100-200 grams) ,
receiving The payment of the shipment in rubles, knowledge of land and sea transit routes, and attendance at
annual international food exhibitions) were identified. The results of measuring the attitude, readiness and
willingness of the companies active in the date packaging industry also showed that 42% of the surveyed
companies have a positive attitude towards entering the Eurasian market and 33% have the desire to export dates
to the market of this union. Only 21% have declared that they are ready to meet the requirements of entering this
market. Some of the most important problems related to the presence in this market were also identified and
suggestions were made according to the findings.

Conclusions

Despite the high potential of Iran to participate in the Eurasian date market and the suitable capacity facing Iran
in this market, the preparation of date packing and export companies to participate in this market is very low.
Paying attention to the problems raised, holding training courses about the requirements to be present in the
Eurasian market, carrying out market research projects by the government to identify the market tastes of
different Eurasian member countries, and supporting producers, packaging companies and date exporters can be
used. Help from the upcoming opportunity.

Keywords: Agricultural Products Marketing, Agricultural Products Exports Dates, Eurasian Union
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