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An Examination of the Challenges in Implementing Bike-Sharing
Systems in Iranian Cities

Payam Sedaghati

B.Sc. in Urban Transportation Civil Engineering, Municipality Employee of Khorramabad

Abstract

The implementation of bike-sharing systems in Iranian cities faces numerous challenges, which this study aims to
examine. Given the advantages of such systems—including traffic reduction, air pollution mitigation, and the
promotion of public health—identifying the obstacles to their execution is vital for sustainable urban development.
Using a descriptive-analytical method and based on both library research and field data, this study categorizes the
main challenges of implementing bike-sharing in Iran into three broad areas: Technical and Infrastructure Challenges
(e.g., lack of safe cycling paths and deficiencies in intelligent management systems). Cultural and Social Challenges
(e.g., reluctance to use bicycles as a daily mode of transport and safety concerns). Policy and Management
Challenges (e.g., absence of supportive regulations, misallocation of funds, and poor coordination among
responsible entities). The findings indicate that the lack of a comprehensive national plan, cultural resistance to
shifting transportation habits, and insufficient investment in infrastructure are key barriers. To ensure the success of
bike-sharing systems, the study recommends implementing incentive policies (such as bicycle purchase subsidies),
public education, the development of dedicated cycling routes, and encouraging private sector participation. This
research provides a framework for urban decision-makers to adopt a multidimensional approach to overcoming the
challenges facing bike-sharing in Iran.

Keywords: Bike-sharing system, sustainable transportation, implementation challenges, Iranian cities, urban
management.
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