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A Review of the Graphic Symbols Used in Bakhtiari Carpets in
Izeh Region
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Abstract

Simple, geometric, and abstract motifs of carpet are not merely images for filling the empty space; rather each
line and color contained in it denotes meanings and concepts that derive from the traditions, beliefs and customs.
The waver builds in his or her mind each of these motifs from the nature and surroundings and places themin the
category of geometric and abstract motifs in terms of the form, each of which having mysteries as well as a
notable and aesthetic nature. The city of Izeh, as the winter place of its people (who used to live in a nomadic
way), is among the heirs of the carpentry art. Since this is the first research about the carpentry art in Izeh City, it
has aimed at studying the graphic symbols used in Bakhtiari carpets of Izeh region. This research has described
the geographical location of Izeh City as well as the symbols used in the artistic works, especially in the hand-
made carpets which reflect the thought and art of the people of this land based on their beliefs.

The required data in this research have been collected using the library method, interviewing, and so on.
Therefore, the researcher extracted the overall structure of the motifs through observation, interviewing, dialogue
and official written documents, and then analyzed the patterns and the capacity of these symbolic elements
historically and the linking the commercial space with the commercial space graphically by referring to the
sources and documents available about the concepts of motifs. The researcher then described the symbols used in
Izeh's carpets and finally provided some suggestions in this regard.

Keywords: graphic, symbol, carpet, Bakhtiari, Izeh City
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