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Abstract

This study aims to investigate the factors influencing the formation of professional identity of athletes in East
Azerbaijan province based on the SWOT model using descriptive-analytical and field method. A total of 283
professional athletes (92 males and 191 females) participated in this study. The data were collected in this study
using a self-made questionnaire including items related to the internal and external factors. The items included
75 ranked questions about the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats of the athletes' professional
identity. The reliability of the questionnaire was confirmed using Cronbach's alpha (¢=0.901). The data were
analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistics. The research findings based on SWOT and SPACE matrices
showed that the professional identity of athletes lies in SO area. The identified strategies were prioritized using
qualitative strategic planning matrix (QSPM) and the titles of the operational programs were determined based
on each of the strategies. It can be concluded that aggressive strategies are recommended for the development of
the professional identity of athletes. The strategy was determined via the analysis of SWOT 16 matrix.

Keywords: professional identity, professional athletes, SWOT model, East Azarbaijan Province
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