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Development of Rural Tourism with an Emphasis on Sustainable
Tourism
(Case Study: Afjeh Village, Lavasan-e Kuchak Rural District)

Kamran Rezaeizadeh Mahabadi

Ph.D. candidate of geography, Islamic Azad University, Research Science Branch, Tehran

Abstract

Today, tourism and its economics are the main pillars of the world trade economy. Rural tourism is considered a
solution for reducing the rural-urban migration level, increasing the level of welfare, improving the quality of
life, and ultimately achieving rural development. A special attention is paid in sustainable tourism development
to the sustainable exploitation of natural, social, cultural and economic resources, as well as issues including
equality of generations, participation and development. This research deals with rural tourism with an emphasis
on sustainable tourism in Afjeh Village, Lavasan-e Kuchak Rural District in Lavasanat District. The village has
diverse natural and human attractions in terms of tourism. A descriptive-analytic Method has been used in this
study. The required data have been collected using documentary resources and library studies, field observations
and interviews with people, tourists and relevant officials. The researchers studied people's views in Afjeh
Village, Lavasan-e Kuchak Rural District, about the factors affecting the economic, social, cultural, ecological
and institutional factors in the tourism process, and analyzed the data using the SWOT analysis method. Based
on the results obtained about the influential internal and external factors, the researchers provided optimal
solutions for the development of sustainable rural tourism in this rural district.

Keywords: tourism, rural development, Lavasan-e Kuchak Rural District, SWOT table
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