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Abstract

In this research, the subject of contextualism approaches in dealing with contemporary cultural buildings in two
classes: Iranian and western architecture are examind and some suggestions on various aspects of contextualist
framework for designing cultural buildings are presented. Now, due to the confusion of architecture in the
absence of specific style and approach, we are seeing buildings which are indifferent of their context. Underlying
indifference causes many problems in architecture and urbanism relationship building with the surrounding land
makes. However, the recognition of contextualism approaches and its surrounding aspects can offer
recommendations to interacting and further influence in its surrounding.

The main objective of this study was to extract different approaches of facing contemporary cultural building
designers into their design and comparative assessment of Iranian architecture. In this regard, the main
assumption is that cultural building should not be passive and indifferent to their context and must go through
various strategies designed and architectural creativity to add values and visual qualities in the context of design.
The methodology of this research is studying and theoretical describing and case studies by library studies, the
validation process of the limited data and analysis results and finally, descriptive study refers to the methodology
of this study.

The major result of this study were indicated three main approaches to conflict, adherence and moderate
approach in dealing with the context that has emerged most median strategy pattern and prominent works,
although other approaches are also valuable works. That's why the designers beside emphasis on context and use
architectural creativity and ability, have tried to improve the quality of their visual context.

Keywords: Contextual Design, Contextualism, Cultural Buildings, Contemporary Architecture of Iran
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