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Abstract

The literature of any nation reflects the culture, history and the beliefs and thoughts of that nation; this is why the
literature of each period is a reflection of the substrates related to its social, political and cultural contexts. The
researchers seek in this study to analyze the discourse of Shakespeare's Hamlet on the basis of the relationship
among "power, knowledge and truth”" from Foucault's perspective. The components in this work have been
encoded in such a way that, as the authors believe, discourse analysis is one of the best ways to decode and
recognize the true nature of the characters of the story. What distinguishes this study from others is that unlike
similar studies, this work has made use of the philosophical, psychological and critical approaches. Attempts
have been made in this study to introduce Foucault's discourse analysis as an analytical method by recognizing
the main elements of discourse theory and providing research-based examples, so that the readers may get a clear
picture of this strategy, and get well acquainted with the areas where one can make use of critical discourse
analysis. This study has first dealt with the fundamentals and introduced the components of critical discourse
analysis from Foucault's perspective, and then analyzed and scrutinized these components in the narrative space
of Hamlet.

Keywords: discourse analysis, power and truth, Foucault, Hamlet
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