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Abstract

Religion is considered from the different views and perspectives. This research aimed to investigate some
definitions of religion and its dimensions and various models offered by scholars of sociology and psychology.
Reviewing the multiple definitions show that still there is no definition agreed by all scholars in the field of
religion. For this reason, most researchers refer to models offered. Religion definition by function and its essence
definition are two general and well known approach that each of them was investigate the religion definition
from one position. Definitions of Durkheim, Lachman and Yenger are classified in the functionalist approach
and definitions of Gitedz, Dobler, Aron, Vire and Simmel are classified in the substantive approach.

Keywords: Religion, Religious, Functionalist Approach, Substantive Approach
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