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Sexual Violence against Women in Armed Conflicts
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Abstract

The crime of sexual violence in armed conflicts has recently been defined in international law as sexual violence
and one of the peripheral outcomes of armed conflicts. For centuries, women involved in armed conflicts have
been subjected to various forms of sexual violence in the forms of crimes against humanity, war crimes, and
genocide. Since such violence types are not disclosed in many cases due to political or family considerations and
due to victims' fears for the disclosure of such horrific events, it is difficult or impossible to access the criminal
justice system and governments have to take the necessary measures to stop the sexual violence against women
in the case of armed conflicts. There was a lot of controversy over this issue until 1990 due to the lack of
adequate evidence on sexual violence during the war. This is why it is difficult to recognize and identify the
perpetrators' motives for committing sexual violence, the impact of such violence on the victims, and the nature
of the political impact of such violent acts during and after the war. However, this issue has received much
attention since 1990 as a result of more attention paid to this violent act and the increased studies conducted to
identify sexual violence as the tool of war. This study has used the library method to investigate the effects of
armed conflicts on women and the existing mechanisms at the international level for supporting the victimized
women and exploring the existing obstacles and problems.

Keywords: sexual violence, armed conflict, international humanitarian law, criminal law, human rights law.
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