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Investigating the Necessity of Defendant Torture Prohibition in
the Light of the Principle of Respect for Human Dignity in
Iran's Criminal Law and International Documents

Mohammad Mohammadi

PhD candidate of criminal law and criminology, Islamic Azad University, Shiraz Branch

Abstract

The physical and mental harassment today known as "torture™ is one of the most severe and abusive crimes
that have ever been committed since the beginning of human generation. The advancement and promotion of
the level of culture and rights in societies has led to further attention in recent decades to this issue both in the
domestic laws of many countries and in international law at the levels of regional and international
agreements so that it is regarded in international documents as one of the most important crimes against
human rights. Moreover, obtaining a confession through torture is completely illegal and far from judicial
conventions, and the confessions obtained in this way are already void and irrefutable. The choice between
permission or prohibition of torture has always been a controversy among scholars. The legal system of Islam
has also prohibited torture and has considered punishment for torturers. The illegitimacy of this act arises
from the fact that it is a disrespect for human dignity. Human rights organizations have made many efforts to
eradicate torture from human life, and hopefully it will be eliminated in societies and its prohibition will be
recognized in different countries. Theoretically, these efforts have had many favorable positive effects, so that
torture prohibition is taken for granted in many communities and no government can question and doubt its
disgracefulness. Based on the principle of Respect for Human Dignity, which is the most important principle
and indeed the core of the legal principles, torture, performed either physically or mentally, must be
completely prohibited and governments must use their sovereignty and power to prevent this disgraceful act
in their lands. This research has been conducted using a descriptive-analytical method, library tools and
comprehensive jurisprudence software and careful scrutiny.

Keywords: the Principle of Respect for Human Dignity, the prohibition of torture, physical and mental
harassment, the Convention on the Prohibition of Torture
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