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The Role of Social Work in Protecting the Victimized and
Delinquent Children

Mohammad Sajjad E'tebari

Graduated from Qom University

Abstract

The entry of social workers into the criminal justice system started based on the doctrines of clinical criminology
and in order to actualize the idea of reforming, treating and rehabilitating the delinquents in prisons and
rehabilitation centers in such a way that different legal systems have been following the policies of
decriminalization and protection of the victims, and social workers are involved in institutions related to the
resolution of disputes and restoration of peace and compromise through criminal mediation and have accepted
various roles in monitoring the implementation of social penalties and the protection of special victims. The
presence of social workers in the criminal justice system of children has a long history, too. Social workers have
taken various responsibilities in all areas including special proceedings for children and adolescent delinquents
and the protection of vulnerable and victimized children and adolescents. The Iranian criminal justice system,
following the approved judicial bills, has been moving towards the assignment of various roles and
responsibilities to social workers especially since the recent years. Due to the important duties of social workers
in the criminal justice system, this group of professionals follow a kind of professional ethics in dealing with
clients, which is significant in criminology from the perspective of ethical conduct.

Keywords: a social worker, social work, criminal justice system, delinquent children, victimized children.
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