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Abstract

Democracy is a collective experience. Despite the differences of societies in terms of cultural and historical
characteristics, and their consequent differences in their characteristics of their movement towards
democratization, a careful reflection on the history of those societies that have experienced the transition from
political authoritarianism to democracy can be helpful to the activists of the communities that are deprived of it,
especially if these societies have got rid of authoritarianism and joined democracy under the influence of
relatively similar factors and conditions. The analytical findings of this research indicate that, in general, civil
society institutions talk of democracy, electtions, voting, and public participation in a civil society, while these
are talked of and limited to merely for a few countries, rather then the developed capitalist countries such as the
United States, Britain and France, because the leaders of these institutions perform their duties exclusively
among the semi-feudal-bourgeois, semi-colonial and semi-capitalist countries. In addition, authoritarian systems
raise the cost level of political activities or the citizens' participation and social responsibilities to the point that
they lead to a significant portion of citizens' exercising their social responsibilities. The authoritarian and non-
democratic systems (including fascist, dictator, semidictator systems and so on) practically limit and endanger
the minimum requirements of living for citizens through a variety of practices and tools.

Keywords: civil society, liberal democratic system, political system, authoritarian political system
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