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Investigating Greed from the Perspective of the Holy Qur'an and
Narrations

Mohammad Amin Sepahan

PhD candidate of Quran sciences and narratives, Islamic Azad University, Khoramabad Branch, Khorramabad, Iran

Abstract

This is a basic research in terms of the type and purpose, and has been conducted using the library method. It is a
descriptive-analytical research in terms of nature. Greed means intense interest, which is equivalent to the
Quranic terms "Hollo" and "Shoh". The emergence of greed dates back to Adam Abu al-Bashr and Hawa-(S.A)
and their period of presence in Paradise. Although the word "hers" (greed) has been used in the Quran in its
lexical or literal sense, it is often used in narratives and ethical texts with its negative associative meaning. From
the perspective of the Holy Qur'an and narratives, such factors as thought of immortality, evil, despair of the
Hereafter, hypocrisy, Jewishness, love for wealth and jewelry, and love for women and children lead to the
denied greed. There are also things that prevent people from greed. Among these obstacles are prayer, charity,
belief in resurrection, fear of retribution, chastity, trusteeship, keeping one's words and promises, testimony,
faith, and considering Allah's endowments. From the perspective of the Qur'an and narratives by Innocent Imams
(A.S), greed has many bad effects including impatience, religion distortion, opposition to divine commandments,
scandal, wealth accumulation, defamation, prohibition of reconciliation, lack of achievement of the high
position, eating orphans' properties, neglecting the needy, stinginess, abjection, insatiability, poverty and
deprivation, cruelty, blasphemy, disbelief in Allah, enmity with the Ahl al-Bayt (the Holy Prophet's Family),
suffering from the torment of Allah and going to hell. This paper deals in detail with these factors, obstacles and
effects by reference to the narrative and interpretative books of the two Shia and Sunni sects.

Keywords: greed, impatience, greed, the Quran, narrations.
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