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Abstract

Alternative punishments to imprisonment have appeared in legal texts of different countries in recent decades,
and the Islamic Republic of Iran is no exception to this rule, so that one of the chapters of the Islamic Penal Code
has dealt with this issue. Considering the adoption of the Islamic Penal Code and the need to be familiar with
new and innovative institutions, these institutions need to be explained theoretically. All these institutions have
been established in the interests of the accused and are thus called lenient institutions. Among these institutions
are imprisonment substitutes, the sentence postponement institution and the semi-liberty system, impunity from
punishment and conditional release. The purpose of this study is to reduce the imprisonment punishment and
examine the role of the Judiciary System's central policy in establishing the lenient institutions. We have used
the library method in order to investigate this issue, and have also examined and criticized the alternative
punishment plan adopted in the law of 2013. The results of this study suggest that alternative punishments
(postponement of prosecution, suspension under control, judicial monitoring, and the semi-liberty system) can be
used to rehabilitate the offenders, compensate for the damages imposed on the victims, and prevent from
repetition of offences, so that the three institutions of community, offender and victim interact with one another
and play a role in preventing offence repetition.
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