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Guardian Council's Procedures in Considering Islamic Rules and
Freedom

Hassan Mohammadi

M. A'in Public Law, Faculty of Law, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran

Abstract

Islamic principles and standards as well as public interest, are major limiting factors of freedoms in the
constitution. Although public morality as an independent factor in the constitution and international documents
are taken into consideration, but the Guardian Council practice has shown that only the ethics of the public that
within the framework of Islamic criteria has a role of limiting freedoms and outside of the Islamic criteria, public
morality is not restrictive. In many cases, Islam standards support freedoms and the Guardian Council in many
cases relying on Islamic rules prevent the restriction of freedoms by the public interest. But if the freedoms
aren’t against Islamic standards, this precedent will follow. In fact, wherever freedoms were conflict with
Islamic standards, the Guardian Council with extensive interpretation of Islamic standards constraints freedoms
hardly. This practice of the Guardian Council as Constitutional court given that to protect individual and group
freedoms, criticism seems. This means that the Council with minimal and restricted interpretation of Islamic
principles can reduce the scope of freedoms constraints and thus protect the freedoms maximally. So the balance
between freedom and Islamic standards are met.

Keywords: Islamic Principles and standards, Freedoms, the Guardian Council, constitutional judge
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