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A Review of the Material and Spiritual Plurality of Crime with an
Approach to the Penal Code Adopted in 2013
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Abstract

This article deals with the plurality of spiritual and material crime in the new Islamic Penal Code, and
particularly Article 134 of this code. In the fifth chapter of the Islamic Penal Code adopted in 2013, Articles 131
and 135 have dealt with plurality of crime, but have given no definition of it. However, we can extract an
appropriate definition of plurality of crime from its abundant instances and uses in many current cases and from
the articles related to crime types and its comparison with recidivism. Plurality of crime is of two types: spiritual
plurality of crime, which is also referred to as mental plurality, and material plurality of crime which is also
called objective or real plurality. The legislative body of the Islamic Republic of Iran has dealt with the spiritual
plurality of crime in Article 131 of the Penal Code Act of 2013. In the case of punishment offenses, when a
single act has plural titles of crime, the criminal will be punished for the crime which has the maximum penalty
under the law. However, various assumptions of material plurality of crime have been laid down in Article 134
of the Islamic Penal Code of 2013 with many innovations. The material plurality of crime refers to committing
various crimes which have plural criminal titles, whether the acts have similar or different criminal titles. Crimes
with similar titles include canonically punishable burglary, and attempting for burglary; and crimes with
different titles include committing a canonically punishable burglary and insulting the victim simultaneously.
Thus, plurality of crime is regarded as one of the causes of punishment exacerbation. The descriptive-analytic
method has been used in this research.

Keywords: plurality, material plurality, spiritual plurality, the new Penal Code, the maximum penalty.
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