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Examining Main Motivations of Criminals in Cyberspace

Jalal Shirmohammadi

MA Criminal Law and Criminology, Islamic Azad University, Ardabil

Abstract

With its unique advantages, information and communication technology has also provided a wide range of
criminal opportunities. This situation caused a “public crime” in cyberspace, so that in addition to individuals
with pure criminal motives, many of cyberspace users also engage in delinquent behaviors. The motives and
objectives are sometimes in direction with norms of the society and sometimes, a perfect place for all types of
aberrations and crimes. In this regard, the present research, which studies the issue in a descriptive-analytical
method, discusses motivations of criminals using five components: responding to internal trends; curiosity-
pleasure; greed and gaining financial interests; revenge; sexual motives and ideological beliefs.

Keywords: Motivations of Crime, Cyberspace, Cyberspace Criminals, Social Networks
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