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Legal and Juristic Investigation of Dowry variability
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Abstract

Very high and unconventional amounts of dowry have been increasing considerably in recent years, and dowry
has actually led to an increase in the divorce rate instead of strengthening the family relationships and giving rise
to hushands' interest in wives. This issue can be investigated from various sociological, economic and cultural
aspects. Meanwhile, couples determine the amount of dowry in different ways; in many cases, the married
couples determine a definite amount of property as dowry during the conclusion of their marriage contracts; in
some cases, the couples consider an increase in the amount of dowry to be contingent upon an action or subject
to the fulfillment of a condition or within a certain period of time, and sometimes the reduction of dowry
becomes contingent upon an action. However, it is possible to increase, change or decrease the amount of dowry
after the marriage contract, provided that the couples have already agreed on it, just as it is possible for them to
determine nothing for the dowry and become silent about it during the conclusion of the marriage contract or
assign it to each one of the couple or to a third party in the future. In all these cases, the society conventionally
recognizes such agreements and regards it as a dowry for the wife; and the judicial precedent relates the legal
effect of dowry to these agreements in many cases. Offices of notary public have also accepted a specific legal
framework to regulate such official documents for such contracts and act within that framework.

Keywords: contract, marriage contract, dowry, variability.




