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Evaluation of Environmental Criminal Law and its Impact on
Environmental Protection

Amin Heshmati

Magistrate of General Court of Darab City

Abstract

Criminal responsibility for those who intrude into the environment shows the great importance of environmental
protection, and the government criminally protects those affairs directly associated with order in the society. But
the question raised here is whether the criminal justice system treats with the environment the same as it does
with the financial crimes, cybercrimes, and smuggling of goods, drug and currency, and whether criminal
treatment with those intruding into the environment is the only way to protect the environment. How can an
environmental penal system be effective? It seems that the environment has not received as much attention in the
penal system as the other issues of the criminal law, so that we can see scattered laws on the environment in the
penal system. We thus need to develop a special law in relation to environmental crimes. In addition,
criminalization or criminal responsibility cannot by itself prove effective in protecting the environment; rather in
order for it to be effective, it must be used as a last resort and as a specific set of rules such as the law against
trafficking of goods, drug and currency along with other elements such as crime prevention, raising the level of
knowledge and awareness of different classes of the society and civil liability.

Keywords: environment, criminal law, criminal responsibility, environmental protection.
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